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OPINION BY: FRYE 

OPINION: OPINION 

HELEN J, FRYE, UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

The matters before the court are the following motions: 

1) the motion (#23J of plaintiffs, Ronald Rivers and Donald Rivers, to compel defendant Cfty 
of Portland to produce photographs of certain officers of the Portland Police Bureau; and 

2) the motion (#28) of the City of Portland for a protective order. 
BACKGROUND 

This is an action by two young black men who are brothers, Ronald and Donald Rivers. They 
allege that the City of Portland, through the acts of various poJice officers and other 
officials, has violated their constitutional rights by engaging in a pattern of harass rrtent which 
includes repeatedly stopping them and circulating their names and photographs as alleged 
gang associates. 

The Rivers allege that on October 14, 1988, they were wrongfully denied entrance to the 
Portiar>d Civfc Stadium where they wished to attend a high school football game; that while 
the Rivers were protesting their exclusion from the Portland Civic [*2] Stadium, Portland 
poifce officers became involved and cited them for jaywalking; and that the poflce officers 

wrongfully arrested them and physically abused them. 
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=;a =pec,a, unit ...,. ,.e .c.,.;/^?- ^X'';:?::;Xta'°; r^""^" ^^ "-"- 

^u, tne Gang Enforcement Team (GET). 

On July 26 1 q^q n . ^ "P^" ^'"'^ ^^tion. 

arrangeWntsTp^XMhlU^r'^ '^^^ ^^^^'"^ ^^vfsed counsef for th. p- .. 

Officers were no longer avaifable' '''""'" '°"^"^"^' «P'^^ ^^ Photographs Tf Notice 

The Rivers contend that rt i^ ^^^ 

to .how th.. to potSaf rnT^sT^lo^ "iTM:i?entl^^ "^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^ in order 
ave participated in the various inddents of h " '^^^^^ ^'''^^'^ ^^o may 

Rivers [M] argue that numerous diffe Jnt cCrs Zi^^^^^^^^^^^ •" -' ''"I'"'''' ""'^ 
whom have not been identified, ^ ^"'^^'^ participated in the incidents, some of 

Ihntn^tL' T K^'?"^ ^'^ '^'^"'^^^ ^^ ^ protective crder requiring that all copies of the 

TJ^rCi ti 5K ^r:^- -' ''-' ---' -^ ^'' --- -^ -" "- the 

The City of Portland responds that it is willing to produce the photographs for viewing at 
uty Hall or m the federal courthouse, but that it opposes allowing the Rivers to make copies 
of the photographs. The City of Portland states that some of the officers whose 
photographs are requested are undercover officers whose identities must be protected; thai 
circulation of their photographs would subject the officers to potential retaliation by gang 
members; and that the Rivers have adequate alternate means of identifying the police 
officers who participated in incidents relating to them, The City of Portland moves for a 
protective order incorporating this limitation. 

The Rivers respond that the City of Portiarid has not established its need for a protective 
order because many of the officers whose photographs are requested appear in uniform at 
times, and that some [*5] of the officers have been identified in media coverage of gang 
enforcement efforts. The Rivers argue that many of their potential witnesses are young black 
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people who would be too intimidated to go to City Hall or the federal courthouse in order to 
review the photog ra phs of police officers. courcnouse rn order to 

ANALYSIS AND RULING 

Society in general, as welf as the City of Portland, has a significant interest in protecting the 

tha^'^is'o? ."e"? 'fou^d'hr'n''^ ''!; ? ''^'?"' '^^ ^^^"^''^^^^ ^^ ^^^ court's satisSi 
unlrfhT ? y ^"d^^g^'-^d by production of copies of their photographs, even 

under the liniitations suggested by the River., The court believes that Lhe Rivers' e forts to 
secure witnesses wiii not be thwarted by a requirement that the Rivers and he r Po entU 

T^t '"^' H ?'' ""1-°^ '" ^^^^ ^*^^^ °^i^'^' ^^ ^'^^f^'^'-' Pl-*^^ agreed!^pon by he 
partres to view photographs of police officers. In addition, the City of Portlarid has 

pI^rH^lyn^'"' ^^^'^V"" ',°."'?^' ^^"^ '" S'^^t^^ ^^ ''^ited by this opinion. The City of 
Portland s motion for [*6] a protective order (#28) is granted. 

DATED this 27th day of IMovember, 1989. 

ORDER - iMovember 2S, 1989, Filed 

IT rS HEREBY ORDERED that: 


Juce 


1] the motion (#23) of plaintiffs to compel defendant City of Portland to prodi 
oX^^^f ?he%l^?n;f Sl;ir '"'^"' '^'"^ '^^^^^ '^ '''''^' ^^ '^^^^^ ^V the 
2) the motion (#28) of the City of Portland for a protective order is granted. 
DATED this Z7th day of November, 1989, 
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